What you should know about COVID-19 to
protect yourself and others

Practice social distancing

Coronavirus (COVID-19) is an illness caused
by a virus that can spread from person
to person.

The virus that causes COVID-19 is a new
coronavirus that has spread throughout
the world.

COVID-19 symptoms can range from mild
(or no symptoms) to severe illness.

Buy groceries and medicine,
go to the doctor, and
complete banking activities
online when possible.

If you must go in person,

stay at least 6 feet away from
others and disinfect items you
must touch.

Get deliveries and takeout,
and limit in-person contact as

Know how COVID-19 is spread much as possible.

+ You can become infected by coming into
close contact (about 6 feet or two
arm lengths) with a person who has
COVID-19. COVID-19 is primarily spread
from person to person.

Prevent the spread of
COVID-19 if you are sick

Stay home if you are sick,
except to get medical care.

+ You can become infected from respiratory
droplets when an infected person coughs,

+ Avoid public transportation,
sneezes, or talks.

ride-sharing, or taxis.

+ You may also be able to get it by touching a
surface or object that has the virus on it, and
then by touching your mouth, nose, or eyes.

« Separate yourself from other
people and pets in your home.

« There is no specific treatment
- for COVID-19, but you can seek
“ medical care to help relieve

............................................................................................................. your Symptoms.

+ There is currently no vaccine to protect

against COVID-19. The best way to protect If you need medical attention,

yourself is to avoid being exposed to the call ahead.
virus that causes COVID-19.
- Stay home as much as possible and avoid Know your risk for

close contact with others. severe illness
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«  Wear a cloth face covering that covers your

nose and mouth in public settings.

Clean and disinfect frequently
touched surfaces.

Wash your hands often with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds, or use an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer that contains at least
60% alcohol.

Everyone is at risk of
getting COVID-19.

Older adults and people of
any age who have serious
underlying medical conditions
may be at higher risk for more
severe illness.
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Prepare your Small Business and

Employees for the Effects of COVID-19

During an infectious disease outbreak, such as the current outbreak of COVID-19, small business
owners must prepare for disruption in their business as well as prepare to protect their employees’

health and safety in the workplace.

These steps are recommended to protect employees
and prepare your business for disruption:

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-) is a
respiratory illness that can spread from person to
person. It spreads between people who are in close
contact with one another (within about 6 feet)

and through respiratory droplets produced when
an infected person coughs or sneezes. Symptoms
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
about/symptoms.html) can include fever, cough, or
difficulty breathing, which may appear 2-14 days
after exposure.

Identify a workplace coordinator who will be
responsible for COVID-19 issues and their impact
at the workplace.

Examine policies for leave, telework, and
employee compensation.

+ Leave policies should be flexible and non-
punitive, and allow sick employees to stay
home and away from co-workers. Leave
policies should also account for employees who
need to stay home with their children if there
are school or childcare closures, or to care for
sick family members.

« When possible, use flexible worksites (e.g.,
telework) and flexible work hours (e.g.,
staggered shifts) to help establish policies and
practices for social distancing (maintaining
distance of approximately 6 feet or 2 meters)
between employees and others, especially if
social distancing is recommended by state
and local health authorities.

(5316272A  04/06/2020

Review your leave policies with all employees
and provide information about available employee
assistance services. Share information on steps
they can take to protect themselves at work and at
home, and any available.

Identify essential employees and business
functions, and other critical inputs such as

raw materials, suppliers, subcontractor services/
products, and logistics required to maintain
business operations. Explore ways you can continue
business operations if there are disruptions.

Prepare business continuity plans for
significant absenteeism, supply chain disruptions,
or changes in the way you need to conduct
business.

Establish an emergency communications
plan. Identify key contacts (with back-ups),
chain of communications (including suppliers
and customers), and processes for tracking and
communicating about business and

employee status.

Share your response plans with employees
and clearly communicate expectations. It

is important to let employees know plans and
expectations if COVID-19 occurs in communities
where you have a workplace.

cdc.gov/coronavirus
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Top 10 Tips to Protect Employees’ Health

Healthy employees are crucial to your business. Here are 10 ways to help them stay healthy.

« Actively encourage sick employees
to stay home. Develop policies that
encourage sick employees to stay at
home without fear of reprisals, and “ I
ensure employees are aware of
these policies.

- Develop other flexible policies
for scheduling and telework (if Harir
feasible) and create leave policies
to allow employees to stay home to
care for sick family members or care
for children if schools and
childcare close.

- Promote etiquette for coughing
and sneezing (https://www.cdc.gov/
healthywater/hygiene/etiquette/
coughing_sneezing.html) and
handwashing (https://www.cdc. \
gov/handwashing/index.html).
Provide tissues, no-touch trash cans,
soap and water, and hand sanitizer
with at least 60% alcohol.

« Perform routine environmental
cleaning. Routinely clean and
disinfect all frequently touched
surfaces, such as workstations,
countertops, handrails, and
doorknobs. Discourage sharing of
tools and equipment, if feasible.

- Provide education and training
materials in an easy to understand
format and in the appropriate
language and literacy level for
all employees, like fact sheets
and posters (https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
communication/index.html).

« Have conversations with employees

about their concerns. Some employees
may be at higher risk for severe illness,
such as older adults (https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-

precautions/older-adults.html) and those
with chronic medical conditions.

Talk with companies that provide
your business with contract or
temporary employees about their
plans. Discuss the importance of

sick employees staying home and
encourage them to develop non-punitive
“emergency sick leave” policies.

EMERGENCY PLAN
for CONTRACT COMPANIES

Plan to implement practices to
minimize face-to-face contact between
employees if social distancing is
recommended by your state or local
health department. Actively encourage
flexible work arrangements such as
teleworking or staggered shifts.

Consider the need for travel and explore
alternatives. Check CDC's Travelers’
Health (https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel) for
the latest guidance and recommendations.
Consider using teleconferencing and video
conferencing for meetings, when possible.

If an employee becomes sick while

at work, they should be separated from
other employees, customers, and visitors
and sent home immediately. Follow CDC
guidelines for cleaning and disinfecting
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/organizations/
cleaning-disinfection.html)areas the sick
employee visited.

For more tips and information see the CDC Interim Guidance for Businesses and Employers

(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html) and the OSHA

Guidance for Preparing Workplaces for COVID-19 (https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3990.pdf).

cdc.gov/coronavirus


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/older-adults.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fspecific-groups%2Fhigh-risk-complications%2Folder-adults.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/older-adults.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/older-adults.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/older-adults.html
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/hygiene/etiquette/coughing_sneezing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/hygiene/etiquette/coughing_sneezing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/hygiene/etiquette/coughing_sneezing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/hygiene/etiquette/coughing_sneezing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/hygiene/etiquette/coughing_sneezing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3990.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3990.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus

Share facts about COVID-19

Know the facts about coronavirus (COVID-19) and help stop the spread of rumors.

Diseases can make anyone
sick regardless of their race
or ethnicity.

. Fear and anxiety about COVID-19 can
. cause people to avoid or reject others

. even though they are not at risk for
- spreading the virus.

For most people, the
immediate risk of becoming
seriously ill from the virus
that causes COVID-19 is
thought to be low.

¢ Older adults and people of any

: age who have serious underlying
. medical conditions may be at

i higher risk for more serious

. complications from COVID-19.

Someone who has
completed quarantine or
has been released from
isolation does not pose a
risk of infection to

other people.

For up-to-date information, visit CDC’s
. coronavirus disease 2019 web page.

(5316439-A 04/14/2020

There are simple things you can do to
help keep yourself and others healthy.

- Wash your hands often with soap and water

for at least 20 seconds, especially after blowing
your nose, coughing, or sneezing; going to the
bathroom; and before eating or preparing food.

« When in public, wear a cloth face covering that

covers your mouth and nose.

- Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with

unwashed hands.

- Stay home when you are sick.

- Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then

throw the tissue in the trash.

You can help stop COVID-19 by
knowing the signs and symptoms,
which can include:

 Fever
.« Cough

« Shortness of breath

Seek medical attention immediately if you or
: someone you love has emergency warning signs,
. including:

« Trouble breathing
- Persistent pain or pressure in the chest
.« New confusion or not able to be woken
« Bluish lips or face

i Thislistis not all inclusive. Please consult your medical provider
i for any other symptoms that are severe or concerning.

cdc.gov/coronavirus
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Prevent the spread of COVID-19 if you are sick

Accessible version: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html

If you are sick with COVID-19 or think you might
have COVID-19, follow the steps below to help
protect other people in your home and community.

Stay home except to get medical care.

« Stay home. Most people with COVID-19
have mild illness and are able to recover at
home without medical care. Do not leave
your home, except to get medical care. Do
not visit public areas.

+ Take care of yourself. Get rest and stay hydrated.

+ Get medical care when needed. Call your doctor before
you go to their office for care. But, if you have trouble
breathing or other concerning symptoms, call 911 for
immediate help.

+ Avoid public transportation, ride-sharing, or taxis.

2

Separate yourself from other people and
pets in your home.

« Asmuch as possible, stay in a specificroom and
away from other people and pets in your
home. Also, you should use a separate
bathroom, if available. If you need to be around other
people or animals in or outside of the home, wear a
cloth face covering.

- See COVID-19 and Animals if you have questions
about pets: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/faq.html#COVID19animals

Monitor your symptoms.

« Common symptoms of COVID-19 include fever and
cough. Trouble breathing is a more serious
symptom that means you should get
medical attention.

« Follow care instructions from your healthcare provider and
local health department. Your local health authorities
will give instructions on checking your symptoms
and reporting information.

(5316120-A  04/17/2020

Call ahead before visiting your doctor.

If you are sick, wear a cloth covering over
your nose and mouth.

If you develop emergency warning signs for COVID-19 get
medical attention immediately.

Emergency warning signs include*:

« Trouble breathing

« Persistent pain or pressure in the chest

+ New confusion or not able to be woken

+ Bluish lips or face

*This list is not all inclusive. Please consult your medical

provider for any other symptoms that are severe or concerning
to you.

Call 911 if you have a medical emergency. If you have a
medical emergency and need to call 911, notify the operator
that you have or think you might have, COVID-19. If possible,
put on a facemask before medical help arrives.

Call ahead. Many medical visits for routine
care are being postponed or done by
phone or telemedicine.

If you have a medical appointment that cannot be postponed, call your
doctor’s office. This will help the office protect themselves and
other patients.

You should wear a cloth face covering over your
nose and mouth if you must be around other
people or animals, including pets (even

at home).

You don’t need to wear the cloth face covering if you are alone.
If you can’t put on a cloth face covering (because of trouble
breathing for example), cover your coughs and sneezes in some
other way. Try to stay at least 6 feet away from other people.
This will help protect the people around you.

Note: During the COVID-19 pandemic, medical grade facemasks
are reserved for healthcare workers and some first responders.
You may need to make a cloth face covering using a scarf

or bandana.

cdc.gov/coronavirus
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Cover your coughs and sneezes.

« Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when
you cough or sneeze.

« Throw used tissues in a lined trash can.

+ Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least
20 seconds. If soap and water are not available, clean your
hands with an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at
least 60% alcohol.

Clean your hands often.

+ Wash your hands often with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds. This is especially
important after blowing your nose,
coughing, or sneezing; going to the
bathroom; and before eating or
preparing food.

+ Use hand sanitizer if soap and water are not available. Use
an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol,
covering all surfaces of your hands and rubbing them
together until they feel dry.

+ Soap and water are the best option, especially if your hands
are visibly dirty.

+ Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with
unwashed hands.

Avoid sharing personal household items.

+ Do not share dishes, drinking glasses, cups,
eating utensils, towels, or bedding with
other people in your home.

« Wash these items thoroughly after using them with soap and
water or put them in the dishwasher.

Clean all “high-touch” surfaces everyday.

+ Clean and disinfect high-touch surfaces
in your “sick room” and bathroom. Let
someone else clean and disinfect surfaces
in common areas, but not your bedroom
and bathroom.

« If a caregiver or other person needs to clean and disinfect a sick
person’s bedroom or bathroom, they should do so on an
as-needed basis. The caregiver/other person should wear a
mask and wait as long as possible after the sick person has
used the bathroom.

High-touch surfaces include phones, remote controls, counters,
tabletops, doorknobs, bathroom fixtures, toilets, keyboards,
tablets, and bedside tables.

+ (lean and disinfect areas that may have blood, stool, or body fluids
on them.

« Use household cleaners and disinfectants. Clean the area or item
with soap and water or another detergent if it is dirty. Then
use a household disinfectant.

- Be sure to follow the instructions on the label to ensure
safe and effective use of the product. Many products
recommend keeping the surface wet for several minutes
to ensure germs are killed. Many also recommend
precautions such as wearing gloves and making sure you
have good ventilation during use of the product.

- Most EPA-registered household disinfectants should
be effective.

How to discontinue home isolation

« People with COVID-19 who have stayed home
(home isolated) can stop home isolation
under the following conditions:

- Ifyou will not have a test to determine if you are still
contagious, you can leave home after
these three things have happened:

= You have had no fever for at least 72 hours (that
is three full days of no fever without the use of
medicine that reduces fevers)

AND

= other symptoms have improved (for example, when
your cough or shortness of breath has improved)

AND

= atleast 7 days have passed since your symptoms
first appeared.

- Ifyou will be tested to determine if you are still
contagious, you can leave home after these three
things have happened:

®  You no longer have a fever (without the use
of medicine that reduces fevers)

AND

= other symptoms have improved (for example, when
your cough or shortness of breath has improved)

AND

® you received two negative tests in a row, 24 hours
apart. Your doctor will follow CDC guidelines.

In all cases, follow the guidance of your healthcare provider and local health
department. The decision to stop home isolation should be made
in consultation with your healthcare provider and state and local
health departments. Local decisions depend on

local circumstances.



Feeling Sick?

Stay home when you are sick!

If you feel unwell or have the following symptoms
please leave the building and contact your health care provider.
Then follow-up with your supervisor.

DO NOT ENTER if you have:

COUGH SHORTNESS OF
BREATH

cdc.gov/CORONAVIRUS
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Ten Steps All Workplaces Can Take to
Reduce Risk of Exposure to Coronavirus

All workplaces can take the following infection prevention
measures to protect workers:

o Encourage workers to Regularly clean and
stay home if sick. disinfect surfaces,
equipment, and other
elements of the work

environment.

@ Encourage respiratory
etiquette, including
covering coughs and
sneezes. @ Use Environmental

Protection Agency

(EPA)-approved cleaning

chemicals with label claims

against the coronavirus.

@ Provide a place to wash
hands or alcohol-based
hand rubs containing at
least 60% alcohol.

@ Follow the manufacturer’s
instructions for use of all
cleaning and disinfection

G Limit worksite access
to only essential workers,

if possible. oroducts.
@ (Eestabkzreﬂsﬁl:rl}iaor)ksﬁes @ Encourage workers to
I J report any safety and
health concerns.

and flexible work hours
(e.g., staggered shifts),

if feasible.

() Discourage workers from For more information, visit
using other workers'’ www.osha.gov/coronavirus or
phones, desks, or other call 1-800-321-OSHA (6742).
work tools and equipment.
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